SHORELINES



From a broader perspective most experts agree the Atlantic Ocean basin continues to
be in a heightened trend of tropical cyclone activity compliments of cyclical ocean-
atmosphere interactions; however a convergence of factors helped suppress cyclone
formation in 2014 (Figure 1). Atmospheric circulation favoring dry, sinking air in the tropical
Atlantic and high wind shear over the Caribbean dominated the summer 2014 weather
pattern. Cyclones need moist air, not dry air to develop and when coupled with wind shear
- the conditions were almost exactly opposite of what cyclones need to form. And lastly the
West African monsoon season was near to below average, which made it more difficult for
African easterly waves to develop. These are the low pressure systems we see all the time
emerging from west Africa near the Cape Verde Islands that can subsequently develop into
tropical cyclones and possibly ride the



ACE Index is actually one of the more revealing parameters we can use and serves as a
better barometer of whether or not a hurricane season is truly



60% of the ACE Index in themselves. As depicted in Table 1, the average ACE Index of all
the pre-season predictions was 67



